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GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


RAILWAY LANDS VESTING ORDINANCE 

No. 17 of 1924. 


AN ORDINANCE TO VEST IN THE PALESTINE 
GOVERNMENT LAND OCCUPIED RY THE 

PALESTINE RAILWAYS. 


RE IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Palestine 
with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof:— 

1. This Ordinance may he cited as the Hailway Lands 
Vesting Ordinance 1924. 


and 

and 


2. The word “Land’’ shall include houses, buildings 
things permanently fixed in the land, and any water rights 
easements on, over, or under the land. 

3. Where prior to the commencement of this Ordinance 
any lands outside a municipal area have been occupied by the 
British Army or by the Palestine Railways and are used as 
railway premises as defined in die Railway Ordinance, 1922, 
the land shall be vested in the High Commissioner on behalf of 
the Covernment of Palestine, and shall be so registered in the 


Land Registers. 


Short title. 

Definition of 
land. 


Vesting of 
Railway lands. 


Where land has become s> vested 
shall apply. 


the following provisions 


4. (1) If the land occupied consisted only of a strip tin- 

versed by a single line and the area immediately adjacent there¬ 
to, and was agricultural land neither built upon, nor planted 
with fruit or olive trees or other quasi-permanent crops, nor 
irrigated by artificial means, no compensation shall be payable. 
Provided that where the land so occupied was a large pro¬ 
portion of the land belonging to the owner and it is established 
that hardship would be caused if no compensation were paid, 
the High Commissioner may grant such compensation as having 
regard to all the circumstances of the case he shall think fit. 


Compensation 
payable and 
assessment of 
compensation. 


(2) In other cases, if a claim for compensation is made 
by any person as owner of the land, the assessment of compen¬ 
sation shall he referred, in default of agreement, to the Perman¬ 
ent Arbitration Board constituted under Section 5 of the Acquisi¬ 
tion of Land for the Army Ordinance, 1920, which shall act in 
accordance with the provisions of that Section. Provided that in 
assessing the amount of compensation it shall take into account: 

(a) any compensation that may have been paid by the 
Army or the Central Claims Bureau since the occupation by way 
of rent or indemnity or otherwise; and 


(b) any increase in the value of the adjoining land belong¬ 
ing to the claimant owing to the laying of the railway; 

and shall reduce the amount of compensation to be paid by the 
amount so paid by the Army or the Central Claims Bureau or 
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such increase in value or both, and if the amount so paid or 
such increase in value, or both, are equal to or exceed the value of 
the laud occupied, no compensation shall he payable. 


(3) No claim for compensation shall be 
unless it is presented to the Hail way Administration 
months from the date of this Ordinance. 


considered 
within six 


Expropriation of 
land within a 
municipal area. 


5. Any land occupied prior to the commencement of this 
Ordinance for railway premises within a municipal area shall be 
expropriated in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition 
of Land for the Army Ordinance *1020, subject to the proviso 
contained in Section 4 (2) hereof. 


In the absence of any Order defining a 
the High Commissioner mav bv Public Notice 
which for the purpose of this Ordinance shall 
be a municipal area. 


municipal area, 
define the area 
be deemed to 


June 1 “ lli, 1024. 


HERBERT SAMUEL 
High Com //? is* 






